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The LSG’s charitable trust deed requires us to provide musical education according to the 
methods and precepts of Dr Suzuki, and to promote and present concerts, workshops and all 
activities that advance the awareness of the Suzuki method. Our vision is to create an 
environment for the Suzuki Teachers, parents and children of London to benefit from Dr 
Suzuki’s philosophy of ability development through music. 
 
We have had a very busy year, with new teachers and families joining the group and an increase 
in the number of events and group activities through the year.  
 
The new website is now live and is a huge improvement on the previous version.  
 
The New Members Handbook has now been produced and is being sent to all new members 
with their welcome pack.  In addition, a copy has also been sent to each teacher and each 
existing member.  
 
The Teachers’ Committee are now working on a Teachers’ handbook which will include useful 
information for teachers together with ethical guidelines and membership benefits.  
 
The LSG group continues to thrive and new ideas and events are being planned all the time.     
 
 

MUSIC EVENTS DURING THE YEAR 
Our LSG students were offered a wonderful range of musical activities during the year: 

 
Member events (free or subsidised to LSG members) 

 Annual Strings Concert at Cadogan Hall (director Mona Kodama)  

 Annual piano concert at Regent Hall (director Grant Mead) 

 Performance Platform series at the Royal Academy of Music (various directors) 

 Piano concert day in Roehampton (director Graham Rix) 

 Piano Chamber Concert (director Christine Magasiner) 

 Autumn Groups Festival at the Royal College of Music (director Hannah Philip) 

 Bryanston International Music Course (director Christine Livingstone) 
 



 

 

Additional events directed by LSG teachers    

 Scherzo workshop weekend for pupils and teachers (director Claudio Forcada) 

 Early Stages Piano Workshop (director Graham Rix) 

 Book One Bonanza (director Michiko Takahashi) 

 BSG Chamber Music Course (director Jillian Leddra)  

 Summer Extravaganza (director Jillian Leddra) 

 Sforzando Suzuki Summer (director Jillian Leddra) 

 CelloFest (directors Tessa Oakley and Rachel Drayson) 

 Hallowe’en Festival (director Kate Conway) 

 Suzuki in Schools concert (director Kate Conway) 

 National Chamber Music Course (director Elisabeth Waterhouse) 

 Temple Dinsley Suzuki Course (director Hannah Biss) 

 Surrey Suzuki Workshop (director Kimberley Wong) 

 Flute Playtogether (director Sophia Smith) 

 Cello Masterclass (director Angela East) 
 

 
British Suzuki Institute (BSI) events that are well supported by LSG students  

 Autumn National Graduation Concert (director Grant Mead) 

 Easter National Workshop at the Royal College of Music (director Grant Mead) 
 
 

LOCAL LONDON SUZUKI GROUPS 
 We now have several local London Suzuki groups: The Bayswater, Belsize, Dulwich, Harrow, 

Lauderdale, Little Venice, Nightingale, Portobello, South London Cellos, and Wallington 
Groups are all flourishing and are now joined by The Hub who run groups for all 
instruments.  

 The cello, violin, viola, flute and piano groups run by individual LSG teachers are also on the 
increase and are running extremely well. 

 
 

TRUSTEES 
The trustees meet regularly to set policy and monitor the financial decisions of the group.  
Accounts for 2013 will be presented at the AGM.  
 
The LSG subscription 
The LSG subscription has remained at £96 since January 2013.  
The fee includes the subscription to the BSI of £32 p.a. 
The remaining £64 goes to the LSG and pays for the following:- 
 

 Contribution towards the administration staff, office and equipment 

 A part time LSG teachers’ meeting coordinator 

 Administration costs of running the group and its events.   

 Regular website updates 

 Venue hire for teachers’ and trustee meetings 



 

 

 Teacher’s committee travelling expenses  

 Subsidised and free events to members 
 
The running of events is extremely costly. The free LSG members events such as the 
Performance Platforms cost around £550 each, the piano concerto day costs nearly £1,000 and 
the 2 main annual string concerts are significantly subsidised despite charging for tickets. The 
hire cost alone for venues such as the Royal College of Music and the Royal Academy of Music 
concert halls is over £2,000 for one day and Cadogan hall is over twice as much. 
 
 
 

INVESTMENT  
Two thirds of our LSG capital fund has been put into the COIF Investment Fund (a charity fund 
investing in a broad spread of investments including equities).  
 
This year’s income from the capital fund (generated by the sale of the building in 2003) has 
been used in the following ways: 
 
Outreach 

 LSG bursary fund supports less well-off children who wish to learn with the LSG. 

 SEN bursary fund supports children/families with special needs. 

 The LSG continues to support the SuSI outreach programmes set up by Kate Conway. There 
are now 9 schools running private Suzuki lessons during the school day. We still have a 
shortage of available trained Suzuki teachers willing to fill the positions. 

 
Venue hire 

 Subsidy of rehearsal venues for the annual LSG concerts  

 Subsidy for venue hire for concerts put on by more than one LSG teacher for their LSG 
pupils. 
 

Musical Instruments 

 The LSG purchased 10 new piano keyboards for use in group classes and at workshops. 
These are available for LSG teachers to borrow for their own classes and workshops on 
request.  

 
Further training and CPD 

 The LSG gave bursaries to 3 London teachers training with the BSI.  

 The LSG supported 1 teacher to attend the Suzuki Early Childhood Education training course 
in Switzerland.  
 

Grants and donations 

 The LSG continues to support the BSI with regular donations each year, including a donation 
of £10,000/year for three years specifically towards building the BSI’s marketing 
programme.    

 



 

 

 
PERSONNEL CHANGES 
Teachers  
We now have 62 teachers in the group teaching Violin, Viola, Piano, Cello, Flute, Recorder and 
Voice.  
 
Teachers’ committee 
Hannah Philip has joined the Teachers’ Committee and Karina MacAlpine has resigned. 
Kimberley Wong has taken over from Louisa Stuber as the meeting convenor for the next 
academic year and Minette Joyce acts as the liaison between Teachers and Trustees, attending 
both sets of meetings.  The teachers meet 2 or 3 times per term.   
 
Bursary committee 
The bursary committee continues to help many students to learn with the LSG.  Kirsten Elliott is 
the new bursary administrator. The SEN bursary committee is now in its fourth year. 
 
Trustees 
Hannah Biss has stepped down as a Trustee after many years’ service. The LSG thank her for her 
contribution over the years.  Kimberley Wong has joined as a teacher Trustee.  
 
 
Thanks go to everyone who has worked so hard during the year to make the LSG such a 
flourishing musical group: 
 
Teachers, Trustees, LSG treasurer, the Bursary committee, the Investment committee, Minette 
at the BSI, Nick Pullinger, Christine Livingstone and the Bryanston committee, and all you 
parents and children! 
 


